
Future Science for Future Scientists
The Teacher Scientist Network (TSN) at the John Innes Centre will host an exciting science fair for almost 400 high school pupils from across Eastern Norfolk - 13/14 year olds – with leading university research scientists tempting them to aim for careers in science, technology, engineering and maths. 
The aim of the day is to encourage the Year 9 pupils - currently choosing their GCSE options - to study the three sciences, biology, chemistry and physics (triple science) at GSCE and A levels with a view to careers in the subjects, technology, engineering and maths.

Pupils have been chosen from Caister High School, Cliff Park, Oriel and Lynn Grove high schools at Gorleston, Flegg High School, Martham and Hobart High School, Loddon with the event being organised by science teachers from these schools working closely with the Teacher Scientist Network (TSN).   


After a lecture by Dr Andrea Sella, a senior fellow specialising in inorganic chemistry at University College London, the pupils will take part in workshops run by Dr. Susan Matthews, senior lecturer in medicinal chemistry at the University of East Anglia (“Lotions & Potions”) and Dr. Colwyn Thomas from the UEA’s School of Biological Science (“DNA”). These workshops will demonstrate to pupils some of the fun and challenges faced by scientists by getting the teenagers involved in experiments.
A third workshop run by Dr. Phil Smith MBE, coordinator of the Teacher Scientist Network (TSN) is a little bit different again. “Soapbox Science” is a kind of speed-dating with scientists - a chance for the pupils to meet young researchers who have made that choice to pursue a career in STEM and are studying for PhD degrees at the John Innes Centre or the University. The event follows a successful formula developed by Phil for the 2006 BA Festival of Science in which small groups of pupils quiz the researchers about life, the universe and almost everything! “What better way to open the pupils eyes to the many varied and exciting career options in science than by talking face-to-face with young people carrying out cutting edge research every day of their lives. This session is a lot of fun but really helps challenge the stereotype of what science is and what scientists are and what they do” says Phil, whose organisation helps challenge this stereotype issue everytime a scientist from the Research Park goes into a local school.
The day will also offer an opportunity to explore career and future study with staff from employers, colleges and training bodies, including the Faculty of Health at the UEA, the Royal Society of Chemistry, Institute of Physics, Engineering Construction Industry Training Board, James Paget Hospital Trust, National Physical Laboratory London, Easton College and East Norfolk Sixth Form College.

Filming and photograph opportunities. 10:00-12:00 and 14:25-15:45. Conference Centre, John Innes Centre, Norwich, NR4 7UH
 
Contacts:
Sandra Shelley

Head of Science,

Lynn Grove VA High School

Gorleston
Mobile: 0777 580 3062
Phil Smith
Coordinator Teacher Scientist Network: 
T:01603 450304
E: phil.smith@bbsrc.ac.uk
Mobile: 07834 965 370

Notes to editors:

1. The 6 schools involved in this project have been able to work on this collaborative project as a result of funding from the Triple Science Support Programme managed by the Learning & Skills Network (LSN) on behalf of the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF). They have formed the East Norfolk Network, one of 40 local Networks across England supporting the delivery of triple science and the only one in East Anglia (see http://www.triplescience.org.uk/organisations/lsn/networks/)  
This funding has allowed the Heads of Science from each school to meet over the last term to plan and co-ordinate today’s event.  The Royal Society of Chemistry has also provided a grant to help meet the costs of the event.
2. The Teacher Scientist Network (TSN) is an educational charity working with teachers and scientists to enhance science teaching across Norfolk. Further details at www.tsn.org.uk <http://www.tsn.org.uk> 
TSN is generously hosted by the John Innes Centre and funded by grant support.

3. The John Innes Centre, www.jic.ac.uk <http://www.jic.ac.uk/> , is an independent, world-leading research centre in plant and microbial sciences with over 800 staff. JIC is based on Norwich Research Park and carries out high quality fundamental, strategic and applied research to understand how plants and microbes work at the molecular, cellular and genetic levels. The JIC also trains scientists and students, collaborates with many other research laboratories and communicates its science to end-users and the general public. The JIC is grant-aided by the Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council.











1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

The Teacher Scientist Network is a company limited by guarantee.			Chairman: Prof. Keith Roberts


Registered in England No.4556366. Registered Charity No. 1096208			Coordinator: Dr. Philip H. Smith


										


Registered office: John Innes Centre, Colney Lane, Norwich, NR4 7UH		email: phil.smith@bbsrc.ac.uk


Tel.: +44(0)1603 450304			Fax: +44(0)1603 450015			Internet: www.tsn.org.uk





PRESS RELEASE





DATE: Tuesday Tuesday 26TH 10th June February 20079





Embargoed till 11:00, 27/06/07








